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coloured porter, formerly an aetor, now a " red-cap/1 took my
luggage, and after putting it in my compartment, refused the
proffered tip, saying ; " Allow wo to shako hands with you, com-
rade, 1 saw you as Wolsey the other night, and when in your
speech you spoke about free Russia, I railed out ' God bless
you/ " 1 said, " I heard you," lie eorUitmed ; " 1 have done a
bit of shouting in my lime, 1 phvvd Othello without paint."
Then, turning' to the eowpany and the populace assembled
outside, ho made a lit lie speech, referring to me as " noble and
godlike/1 Modesty impelled me to assure him that i was but a
demigod ; but my champion warmly deprecated the suggestion,
saying he did not believe it.

Tito negroes seemed to me for the nmst part kindly people/
and their formalities and social amenities are a perpetual source
of interest and delight They an* somewhat resentful if spoken
of as "blacks," prel'ming to be described as "darkies/1 or
" coloured gentlemen/' In an hotel 1 said to the female coloured
attendant; " I should like to have my boots darkened/' She
replied : " Sir, that's not my compartment- it's de boot boy/'
I said: " Will you kindly ask the boot boy to darken them ?"
She lamented that she was not on speaking terms with that
gentleman owing to a difference in their religious views; but
she would communicate with the bell-boy on the, subject, who
would communicate with the u boots/*

1 had an interesting experience at the Negro Playhouse in
New York. It is called the Lafayette Theatre. I was told that
if I would consent to make a speech to the audience one Sunday
night the management would give a gala performance of Othello,
Such an invitation I could not resist, and accordingly i went to
the theatre with a party of friends, I was somewhat taken aback
on entering my bo% to find that "God save the King" was
played, but I bowed as though 1 were accustomed to this tribute.
The Othello was very powerful, the Desdemona blonde, and fair
beyond the reaches of powder, The theatre was crammed (to
suffocation), 1 made a patriotic speech, which was received
with much enthusiasm*